
Maybe you are getting sick of us saying it, but if you are looking for a reference or form that applies to your job, check the 

AVS MilSuite page first!  They have links to almost everything you need, and are trying to continually stay up to date with all 

the changes they know about.  If you follow them, you will get notification every time  there is an update—try it out! 

 A new version of VSPHS “News to Use” newsletter was published in April, and includes official tidbits about the VMSB 

workshop we told you about, FRAGO 1 to OPORD 18-96, possibly adding MWD redeployment exams to the monthly 

metrics, future changes to the site (moving from a group to a community and adding sub-groups) and the call for authors 

for the Veterinary Connections publications. 

 Did you know there is a  Shared Food Documents community on MilSuite?  This area is designed to share food policies 

and SOPs among regions—if you have a great product, see if your command wants to share it!  Even better, someone 

may create a document that makes your lives easier and post it.  The page is still pretty new, but watch this space! 

 The new VS Mission Profiles MilSuite page is a new way to share good news among AVS, like that about MWD Rocky’s 

Purple Heart journey.  In addition, the blog includes press briefs and articles about AVS and the amazing work you do 

all over the world.  These include articles from the official Army website, DVIDS, and more.  If you have a great 

‘mainstream’ article about AVS, there is a handy link for submissions. 

 GPAWSS-ZOONOSES is LIVE!  This program collects data from the ROVR Master Problem List on 12 selected zoono-

tic diseases.  They have created a MilSuite site for GPAWSS so you can get more information about the program.  The 

key to good surveillance is data entry, so they are relying on VTF personnel to use the MPL as intended. Check out the 

site for instructions, tips and tricks.  This program will be a great way to collect surveillance on our POA and GOA popu-

lations, and correlate that data with the human and wildlife populations.  More to follow! 

 In case you missed it:  

 Animal Health Tech Comms are all in one place and have been updated.  These include SDS’ for HAZCOM, 

Rabies Quarantine pricing, DEA registration, and more.  If you have not looked at these in a while, it is worth 

checking out. 

 The ROVR Updates section has been revised to include the April Inventory revisions. 

 GFSRs are out for March—although we highlight some things in the SL update brief, the GFSR has a LOT 

more information about every VTF.  Take a look when you are ready for a deep-dive. 
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Welcome to Asian Pacific American Heritage Month! 

The month of May is close 

to our hearts here in the 

USINDOPACOM AOR, as it 

is the month we celebrate 

the achievements and 

contributions of Asian 

Americans and Pacific 

Islanders in the US.  Representatives and Senators from the states of Hawaii and California (as well as New York) 

were responsible for getting the ball rolling on this observance celebration, and the official designation was signed 

into law in 1992 by President George HW Bush.  The month of May was chosen to commemorate the immigration 

of the first Japanese to the US on May 7, 1843, and to mark the anniversary of the completion of the transconti-

nental railroad on May 10, 1869. The Library of Congress, National Archives, Smithsonian Institution and more 

have countless resources available to check out on  their websites, but there are some pretty amazing members in 

our formation that could tell you more from a personal perspective.  Check the official website out here—maybe 

you’ll learn something new!  

https://www.milsuite.mil/book/community/spaces/armyveterinaryservices
https://www.milsuite.mil/book/docs/DOC-611210
https://www.milsuite.mil/book/community/spaces/armyveterinaryservices/food-protection/shared-food-documents
https://www.milsuite.mil/book/community/spaces/armyveterinaryservices/vs-mission-profiles
https://www.milsuite.mil/book/community/spaces/armyveterinaryservices/one-health/gpawss
https://asianpacificheritage.gov/
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CW4 Neal 

Food Protection Corner — Global E. coli Outbreak 

Authorities in the United States have confirmed the country did receive a “small” amount of raw cow’s 
milk cheese that has been linked to an E. coli O26 outbreak in France. There are a number of confirmed 
patients, including at least 13 children who developed kidney failure. Ulysses W. Garrett III, from the 
office of regulatory affairs at the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, told Food Safety News that the 
product was not offered for sale and was destroyed. He said no illnesses have been reported in the 
United States. Packages of St. Marcellin Valcr. Gres 6×80 gram with a lot/product number 2018211 and 
date May 21, 2019, were imported into the United States. FDA officials previously said the agency was 
unaware of any distribution in the U.S. of the recalled product and that it had not been contacted by the 
recalling firm. In Canada, La Fromagerie Hamel recalled Le Pic brand Saint-Félicien cheese because of 
potential E. coli O26 contamination. There have been no reported illnesses associated with the product.  
Outbreak in France French authorities reported an outbreak of Shiga-toxin producing E. coli (STEC) 
O26 with 13 pediatric hemolytic uremic syndrome (HUS) cases since March 21. HUS is a severe compli-

UPCOMING FOOD PROTECTION TRAINING COURSES: 
 

APHC Public Health Course—29 July to 2 August 2019 (Joint Base Dix-McGuire-Lakehurst, New Jersey) 

cation associated with E. coli infections that causes kidney failure and usually occurs a week or more after the onset of diar-
rhea. Several children ate Saint-Félicien and Saint Marcellin cheeses before onset of symptoms. Three of them have a possi-
ble link with consumption of these cheeses manufactured by Fromagerie Alpine. Epidemiological, microbiological and food 
traceability investigations are ongoing to determine the source 
of infection of the various cases in several regions of the coun-
try. Santé publique France and the National Reference Center for 
E. coli, Shigella and Salmonella at Institut Pasteur enhanced sur-
veillance of HUS to detect possible new cases. More than 30 
countries received the recalled cheese including Aus-
tria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Côte d’Ivoire, Denmark, Germa-
ny, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malay-
sia, Maldives, Netherlands, New Zealand, Philippines, Po-
land, Portugal, Qatar, Singapore, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates and the 
United Kingdom. The European Centre for Disease Prevention 
and Control (ECDC) reported that no other country has so far 
reported cases with similar strain characteristics or illnesses 
linked to the implicated vehicle of infection. The product is 
known to have been sold in other European countries and world-
wide. The French Ministry of Agriculture and Food has expanded 
the recall this past week. Saint-Félicien or Saint-Marcellin produced by Fromagerie Alpine but marketed among other chees-
es in trays have also been affected. Recalled cheese trays have one of the following four approval numbers: FR 35 068 004 
EC, FR 59 343 030 EC, FR 63 113 081 EC or FR 84 007 011 EC. Cheeses produced and marketed by Fromagerie Alpine under 
the names of “Romans de Romans”, “Tomme / Sac de Vigneron” or “assortiment de fromages de vaches” are also involved. 
As are Saint-Félicien or Saint-Marcellin produced by the company but marketed under the name Seillac. Originally, Saint-
Félicien 180-gram and Sant Marcellin 80-gram packages with lot numbers from 032 to 116 were recalled in France. Authori-
ties previously warned that children younger than 5 years old should not drink unpasteurized, raw milk or eat cheese made 
with it. 

https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2019/05/canada-received-cheese-linked-to-e-coli-outbreak-in-france/


 

64F Corner  

MAJ RUBANICK 

Your supporting clinical consultant should be your first stop for any animal medicine-related issues. You 

are welcome to contact me as well, but please include them on the communication. The PHC-P clinical 

consultants are: 

PHA-FL:  MAJ Kim Yore                  PHA-H: MAJ Vicky Payne         106th/PHA-K: MAJ Emily Purswell 

PHA-SD: MAJ Jean Rubanick            PHA-G: LTC Jodi Sangster        PHA-J: MAJ Shane Andrews 

Pop Quiz 

 What does a thyroid    

panel consist of and 

what derangements 

are seen with hypo-

thyroidism? 

 What should all               

radiograph assess-

ments contain? 

 REMINDER:  ALL DoDMWDVS consults must go through the Regional 64F fir st.  Once             

DoDMWDVS accepts the consult, they will reach out to the attending VCO directly for additional           

information and to provide the consult results.  If they contact you and I am not copied, please let me know. 

Did you answer: 
 A TT4 is no longer required for an old MWD’s SAPE.  A thyroid panel 

should be performed only when there are clinical signs of hypothy-

roidism 

 The GOA-Physical Exam needs to be selected for SAPEs because it au-

tomatically resets the SAPE Due Date in the Registry.  If you don’t se-

lect the GOA-Physical Exam, you must manually go into the Registry 

and enter the date. 

 Norepinephrine is more specific for the alpha-receptor, while dopa-

mine has equal activity on the beta– and alpha-receptors, so it acts on 

the heart as well as the vasculature, rather than just the vasculature, 

like norepinephrine. 

ROVR REVEALS 
When findings are recorded in the radiology task pop up box and the task is completed, go back to the 
"rad/lab" tab in the radiology section of the eNOTE.  If you "review" the results, they will print on the 
note automatically. Make sure the "results for reviewed rabs" is checked "yes". 
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Don’t Forget to subscribe to APH Weekly update—just email them at: usarmy.apg.medcom-

aphc.mbx.hio-program@mail.mil  

LOTS of interesting articles in the APH weekly updates last month—take a look at 

some highlights: Frustrations mount over lack of progress on preventing veterans’ 

suicide—with the recent suicides at the VA, more attention is being paid to the 

continued epidemic. California tap water linked to thousands of cancer cases, 

study suggests  - The researchers are part of an advocacy group, so be skeptical, 

but they did look at the combined effects of pollutants as opposed to the effect of 

just one—a unique and important approach. Drone successfully delivers kidney for organ transplant in historic flight—forget Amazon  drone 

delivery, evidently organs are the next drone payload? For the approximately 114k people in the US waiting for an organ, this could be a great 

help, especially in more remote areas.  French cheese linked to E. coli outbreak; 13 children developed kidney failure, and that same raw milk 

cheese was exported to Canada, Belgium, Slovenia and New Zealand (along with 23 other countries!?)— Canada received cheese linked to E. 

coli outbreak in France.  There is a growing outbreak of Shigellosis in Guam, an astounding 31k people sick with the measles in the Philippines, 

and an incidence of Diphtheria twice as high as last year in Thailand.  The world’s first malaria vaccine to go to 360k African children.—despite 

controversy about using experimental drugs in Africa, where else needs a malaria vaccine as much as these hyperendemc areas in Africa? Chi-

na: Draws up tighter rules on human gene and embryo trials.  Speaking of controversy, there was much outrage in many parts of the world 

after a Chinese scientist announced he made the first ‘gene-edited’ babies.  Now China is cracking down on such experimentation. Thailand: 

Streptococcus suis infections, 10 deaths in first three months.  Undercooked pork strikes again—possibly leading to meningitis, hearing loss, 

toxic shock, septicemia, endocarditis and death. 

Thank you for your attention!  If you have something you think others in the region would benefit from, let us know, and we can add it!  We will also be 

including training courses, CE, volunteer opportunities (all with CDR approval) that may interest you in the future.  100/0! 

 COL Greiner got a shout-out in JAVMA news about being the new Corps 
Chief—way to go, sir!  

 Equine diagnostic imaging is now a provisionally recognized specialty within 

the ACVR,  parasitology is a fully recognized specialty in ABVS, but ABVS has 
not approved recognition of the American College of Veterinary Botanical 
Medicine.  ACVBM is in talks with ACVCP (clinical pharmacology) as a possible 
route for recognition.   

 CDC’s MMWR has an interesting article about the incidence of pathogens 

transmitted by food—it’s a great read, and nice to know that scientists are 
still allocating resources to FBI surveillance and data analysis.   

 A study in PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases has mapped the potential spread 
of mosquitoes if climate change proceeds unchecked.  The animation is 
pretty startling, and is focused on the disease-carrying mozzas Aedes aegypti 
and Aedes albopictus.  

 WASH issues are worse than you think—even in hospitals.  UNICEF and the 

WHO just released a new report on 69 low income countries and territories, 

and in up to 17 of these countries at least 1 in 6 healthcare facilities have no 
hand hygiene service. This means no clean water, soap or even hand sanitiz-
er. The study is fascinating and depressing—if people are not washing their 
hands in healthcare facilities, they probably aren't washing them after han-
dling animals, before preparing meals, etc.   

 Although scientists still haven't figured out why, vet researchers and the FDA 
agree that some boutique or home-made dog foods can be dangerous.  Com-
mercial grain-free and/or vegetarian dog foods have been strongly correlated 
to DCM, but some of the other problems seen are likely attributed to small 
companies with little data and substandard QA/QC. 

 South African (unhealthy) favorites have lead to the largest Listeria outbreak 
in the world.  Polony, ‘Viennas’ and ‘Russians’, all types of processed meats/
sausage often used in sandwiches like the kota and the Gatsby have been 
linked to  the deaths of at least 180 people, with over 700 confirmed cases.  
All cases have been traced back to the factories of two huge producers, Tiger 
Brands and Rainbow Chicken. Upon further investigation, a larger recall in-
cluded products like chargrilled ham, chorizo and coriander salami. 

mailto::%20usarmy.apg.medcom-aphc.mbx.hio-program@mail.mil
mailto::%20usarmy.apg.medcom-aphc.mbx.hio-program@mail.mil
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2019/04/30/frustrations-mount-over-lack-of-progress-on-preventing-veterans-suicide/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2019/04/30/frustrations-mount-over-lack-of-progress-on-preventing-veterans-suicide/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2019/05/01/california-tap-water-tied-thousands-added-cancer-cases-study/3638218002/
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